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World Health Organization Pain Ladder***
Cancer Pain Management

Step 1

mild pain

Step 3

severe pain

Step2 | strong opioid
moderate pain | . morphine

Non-opioid

e ASA

» Acetaminophen
* NSAIDS

*+/- Adjuvants

¢ hydromorphone

Weak opioid e oxycodone

« Codeine « fentanyl

e Tramadol + methadone

¢ +/- Adjuvants * +/- Adjuvants

* Consider other therapies (e.g., palliative
radiation therapy, palliative chemotherapy,
palliative surgery, and hormone therapy.

** Spiritual and psychosocial support and
management of other symptoms remains
important.
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Topic: Deliriuiim vs.

Dementia®

Delirivum

Dementia

Sudden onset

Often reversible with treatment
Short duration (davs to weeks)
Fluctuations (over minutes or hours)
Aldtered level of consciousness.
Wariable disorientatiomn

Obwious inattention

Twypically associated
withdrawal or acute i

Impaired but variable memory

Usually slow, incoherent,
inappropriate language

Almost always worse at night

Disorganized delusions, illusions,
hallucinations (mostly viswual)

Impaired psychomotor activity
({increased., reduced or
unpredictable and fluctuating)

Uswually gradual onset

Slowly progressive

Long duration (vears)

Good days, bad days

Mormal level of conscicusness
Disorientation to time and place
Shorter attention span in late stages

Typically, no association with drug
use or acute illness

Memory loss, especially for recent
events (short termm memory)

Possible word finding difficulty
Often worse at night

Delusions of people stealing things
are coim n, possible

mo
hallucinations in later stages

Psychomotor activity is usually
normal until later stages

*Dementia may co-exist with Dvelirimom

Seers & Berwow, Z000; OPGA. Z00S; RMACKT 2003
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